5 Annual Front
& Porch
5thth
Annual Front Porch

&

Saturday, July 6, 2013
Gazebo Park, Main Street Chester, NJ

photo by Spencer Huck

Benefitting BYG Work Camp

layout and design by Ella Rue

5th Annual Front Porch

&

Schedule

		

10:00–10:05 a.m.
10:05–10:25 a.m.
10:30–11:00 a.m.
11:10–11:50 a.m.
12:00–12:40 p.m.
12:50–1:30 p.m.
1:40–2:20 p.m.
2:30–3:10 p.m.
3:20–4:00 p.m.
4:10–4:50 p.m.
5:00–5:40 p.m.
5:50–6:30 p.m.
6:40–7:20 p.m.

Opening Ceremony
Kali and Kailey
Evan Lane
Omar Mendez
Mike Esposito and Friends
Honky–Tonk Scoundrels
Heavy Traffic
Eric Kahler and the Jenny Jump Ramblers
The Catbirds
Tri-County Music and Arts, Fiddlers Group
Keith Wilson
Americana Troupe
Madeline Smith

7:30–8:10 p.m.

Monday Night Pickers

Duke DeGroat “M.C. for the Day”
The former host of radio show, “Into Thin Air”, on WNTI, Duke grew up
listening to Johnny Cash, Merle, and Hank. He is a proud member of the
Willie Nelson Fan Club and a dedicated concert goer. “My passion is music;
southern rock, blues, folk, R&R, anything that can be danced to or somehow
related to. I believe music brings out emotions and memories that can’t
otherwise be recalled. I love live music, jam bands, festivals, compilations and
covers. Other interests include trail running, mountain biking, volunteering,
and just staying involved in my community. Work hard, play harder. I’m just
a humble dude who likes to have fun.”
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				BYG
Work Camp
		
BYG Work Camp is a mission group composed of 6 local area churches that
travel to Appalachia every summer to rebuild homes. This summer we are
bringing 95 people with us to Martin County, Kentucky where we will spend
a week working with Appalachia Service Project to rebuild homes throughout
the county. We want to send a HUGE ‘Thank you’ to everyone that supports
us throughout the year, including ALL of our bands today for so graciously
donating their time & talents to our festival. This trip would not be possible
without your unyielding support.
Thank you for coming out for our 5th annual bluegrass festival, this festival
would not be a success without all the fans! Our festival was dreamed up
one night in Jonesville, Virginia at our culture night event. Where the local
bluegrass band came and played for us, and their wives taught us how to
dance to the wonderful music. From that night we have nurtured this dream
until it became a reality. It is with great love our committee and volunteers put
on the festival year after year. Sit back, relax, enjoy some delicious food and
enjoy the wonderful music. If you feel so moved show us your dance moves!
Thanks
BYG Work Camp

Our 2013 Budget...
Appalachia
$29,545.00
Application $95;				
Service Project Fees		
Per Person fee $310 (95);			
Van Rental
$12,765.00
Rent 15 Mini Vans and 1–10 foot Box Truck
Gas & Tolls
$4,220.00
Food		
$2,500.00
Picnic dinner; 2 buffet meals (95)
Insurance		
$475.00
Lodging		
$100.00		
Donation to church where we stay 			
				overnight on way down
Petty Cash
$1,450.00
Money for each crew for drinks & snacks 		
				for work day
T-shirts		
$1,050.00
125 T-shirts for participants & families we 		
				serve during the week
Toolboxes
$75.00		
Fourth year participants receive
Postcards/Stamps $70.00		
Send to “Stock Holders”

Total		

$52,250.00
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What is ASP?
Appalachia Service Project (ASP) provides vital housing services to lowincome families living in Central Appalachia as well as transformational life
experiences to those we serve, volunteers offering their service, congregations
involved with ASP and entire communities.
The communities in which ASP serves generally have poverty rates up to three
times the national average. One in four (25.04%) people live in poverty in these
areas. In the Central Appalachian region we serve...
•
•
•
•

19,000 homes lack adequate kitchens
2,000 homes lack complete plumbing
Nearly half of the families have household incomes below $20,000
One in four lives below the poverty level--more than 105,000 children,
195,000 adults, & 35,000 elderly

The specific communities in which ASP works vary slightly from year to year
based on areas of greatest need, availability of facilities to house our volunteers
and many other factors. However, ASP always works in each of the communities
in which our Housing Services Centers are located: Lee County, VA; Perry
County, KY and Wyoming County, WV, and we typically work in an additional
24 communities each summer. ASP also works year-round in our hometown
area, Johnson City, TN (Carter, Sullivan & Washington counties, TN) - through
our Good Neighbors program.

Our mission:

Appalachia Service Project is a Christian ministry, open to all people, that fosters
human development by addressing the housing needs of Central Appalachia.

Guiding Principles:
•
•
•
•

We believe that each person is a child of God imbued with dignity and worth.
We accept people right where they are and just the way they are.
We believe that affordable, safe, sanitary housing is a basic human right.
We are committed to witness through the good quality of our work and 		
careful stewardship of our resources.
• We believe God calls volunteers to serve others as partners in ministry and we
will encourage their growth in faith as they are involved in this service.
• We believe where ASP is involved in local communities we will encourage, 		
affirm, and support social and economic justice.
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Bands
Kali & Kailey

Kailey Rocker and Kali Wilson are two young women out
of Somerset County, New Jersey. Both connected dearly
to their folk and country roots, these gals write up their
own tunes with an original sound, as well as put their
own spin on their favorite classics. The years that they
still lack are made up for in their rich and understanding
passion for music and all things true to it.

Evan Lane

Evan Lane picks and sings bluegrass, old time country, some
Jimmie Rodgers blues, and some newer songs that sound
like oldies but goodies when he does them. He can be seen
playing at the Mini Mac Diner in Chester on some Tuesdays
during lunch, with his ALL Trio, the Stoney River Boys, and
other groups at times.
Phone: 973-580-5128
E-mail: givealittlewhistle@gmail.com

Omar Mendez

Omar Mendez has been playing guitar since he was 13
years old. He played in the St. Mary’s folk mass choir in
Pompton Lakes. He later organized several rock bands
like Frodo and the Hobbits, and “Why” (stolen from the
Who). He had a solo career doing gigs at restaurants
and taverns and worked for many years as Omar and
Dan doing multiple covers from the 50’s through the 70’s.
He is still performing solo acts as well as with the Christian
rock band, 40 Nights. His influences include; Jerry
Garcia, Dave Bromberg, John Prine, Bob Dylan,
Taj Mahal, The Band and Hot Tuna.

Mike Esposito & Friends

Chester resident Mike Esposito has played with or opened
for some of the greats of bluegrass and blues. With his
Dobro and National guitars he has toured overseas,
appeared on National TV, performed at Lincoln Center in
NYC. He has had 100’s of TV shows use his music from
his five CD’s. He is featured on over 25 CD’s. He has
appeared at local venues for over 40 years.
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Mike is the winner of two huge Dobro awards this summer. In July, he will be
honored by “The Gathering of Resonateurs” in North Carolina which are his
buddies Tut Taylor, Jerry Douglas (of Alison Krauss’ Union Station) and all the
big Dobro players. In August, he will receive “The Dick Blattenberger Award”
at The Wind Gap Bluegrass Festival presented by the Lehigh Valley Bluegrass
Association.
Friends: Bob Marks–Guitar, Walt Super–Bass
www.mikeesposito1.com

Honky-Tonk Scoundrels

Don’t let their usual non-bluegrass,
honky-tonk gigs fool you, the HonkyTonk Scoundrels are also bluegrass fans
and put on a great show that will have
the crowd going in old country, country
rock, bluegrass or whatever.
Jay Johnston - Lead Vocals/Guitar
Vern Warta - Lead Guitar/Vocals
Jimmy Thompson - Bass
Mike Esposito – Dobro

Heavy Traffic

Heavy Traffic is a four piece
traditional bluegrass band established
in 2001. Based out of New Jersey,
Heavy Traffic plays weddings,
parties, and festivals in the tri-state
area. Founding member, Earl
Karlsen on mandolin and vocals hosts
the Bluegrass Express radio show
Saturday mornings on WFDU out
of Farleigh Dickinson University. The
band’s hard drive can be attributed
to the savvy Scruggs style banjo
pickin’ of Arnie Reisman. Heavy Traffic’s high lonesome sound comes from
the unique tenor vocals of Jeff Propert, who also compliments the group with
his tasteful rhythm and lead guitar. This bluegrass quartet is powered by the
solid bass playing of Guy Leatherman.
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Eric Kahler & the Jenny Jump Ramblers
Eric Kahler has been singing
Bluegrass and playing Bluegrass
guitar on a flat top since the latter
1900’s. He monthly performs his
Bluegrass Gospel set at Clover Rest
Home, and can be found at local
Bluegrass jams. Eric is joined by the
following friends forming the Jenny
Jump Ramblers…

Rick Carlson is a fiddler and
guitar player playing with various
area bands for dances and stage shows. Rick plays Bluegrass, Old Time and
Canadian fiddle styles and is the host of the long running Old Time Jam at
Mannions Pub in Somerville NJ. Jerry Fabris plays upright bass with Bill
Carney’s Jug Addicts of Brooklyn and the 4th St. Niteowls of Jersey City. Jerry
is also a singer and guitarist in The Catbirds, a string band from Northern
NJ that has played at the Front Porch Bluegrass Festival several times. Art
Oswald is a mandolin player originally from Indiana where he played in a
Bluegrass Gospel Band for 20 years. Since moving to NJ a little over 10 years
ago he enjoys jamming with friends at Pocono Bluegrass and Folk Society in
East Stroudsburg.

The Catbirds

The Catbirds of northern New Jersey
play folk, jug band, honky-tonk &
rural blues -- acoustic music from the
juke joints of Memphis, hollows of
Appalachia, and roadhouse honkytonks. We’ll make you clap your hands
and move your feet!
Contact Information:
For bookings, contact Jerry at email: thecatbirds@hotmail.com, or telephone
973-243-6760.
www.reverbnation.com/catbirds/		
www.facebook.com/catbirds
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Tri-County Music & Arts, Fiddler’s Group
Featuring Jack Ramsey, Mikaela
Bauer, Tiago Neto, and Emmaliegh
Cameron, and the Valley Music Center
Musicians. The group was founded by
George Moran at Valley Music of Long
Valley, NJ. The Valley Music Fiddlers
Group meets at the Studio at Valley
Music Center and focuses on bringing
Fiddlers Music to the community.

Keith Wilson

Keith Wilson is a Kentucky born
and bred guitar picker, singer, and
songwriter who somehow found
himself in New Jersey, but he still
loves his home music. He has
performed in all four bluegrass
festivals so far. Last year he
was joined by his daughter Kali,
her friend Kailey, and his son
Collin. Even though he moved to
Pittsburgh, PA last August, he is
back with us again this year.

Americana Troupe

“Oh, brother and sister, where
art thou?” Singing with the
Americana Troupe, probably!
The Americana Troupe (AT) is a
fun-loving ensemble that brings
the sounds of bluegrass, gospel,
spiritual and folk music to their
own Trinity United Methodist
Church congregation, senior
facilities, and other community
programs or events. Under the
leadership of John Gray Reed, instrumentation includes: upright bass, guitars,
fiddles, banjo, accordion, mandolin, juice-harp, harmonica and spoons. For
a decade, the group has applied the old-timey approach to the spectrum of
American popular music, from Stephen Foster to Brian Wilson, and each
performance includes several traditional hymns and gospel numbers. The
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Troupe’s members hail from Long Valley, Hackettstown and Independence,
New Jersey. The AT is thrilled to participate for the fifth year in the Front Porch
Bluegrass Festival.

Madeline Smith

Madeline Smith, raised in New Jersey, has a
southern family background and grew up on
country music, singing Patsy Cline and Johnny
Cash. Her perfect pitch was discovered by her
piano teacher at age ten. She then started taking
voice lessons and then later guitar lessons. After
picking up the guitar, Madeline started immersing
herself in songwriting.
Now that Madeline is sixteen, she is chasing her
dream with full force and loving every second of
it. She is traveling back and forth from Nashville
working on her album with Kent Wells (Dolly
Parton’s producer) which is scheduled for release in summer of 2013. A prolific
songwriter, Madeline is working with multiple established industry songwriters,
performing with her band, and immersing herself in music. She loves what she
is doing and thanks God every day for the opportunities she has been given.

Monday Night Pickers

We are called the Monday Night Pickers because we have for the last twelve
years gotten together every Monday night to have a bluegrass jam. We
have performed at community events in Califon and New Vernon. Played
square dances for the Masonic Lodge in Chester, Long Valley Chapel. We
have played at the Warren County Fair, and at many outdoor parties and
house parties in the area. We have performed a few times at the Bible Book
Store in Flemington
and at the coffee
house in High Bridge.
We play a great mix
of bluegrass featuring
fiddle, banjo and
mandolin and backed
up by excellent bass
and a great rhythm
guitarist..
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Don’t Forget to Attend...

The Peach Festival & Country Auction
Saturday August 3rd
10 a.m.–4 p.m.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homemade Peach Ice Cream
Fresh Peach Pies and Cobbler
Children’s Toys
Sporting Goods
Grandma’s Attic
Books, CDs, DVDs
Electronics
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
Delicious Baked Goods
Country Cupboard
HUGE White Elephant Sale
Rain or Shine
Community Presbyterian Church
220 Main Street
Chester, NJ 07930
(908)879-5091
peachfestival@cpcchester.org
www.cpcchester.org

Community Presbyterian Church
220 Main Street
Chester, NJ 07930
Christy Young, Director, BYG
Phone: 908.443.1294
E-mail: bygworkcamp@gmail.com
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Sponsors

Official Sponsor of the Waffle and Home-Made Ice Cream Stand

Burger King of Chester
141 Route 206, South Chester, NJ 			
http://redesign.bk.com

908.879.9811

Chester Meat Market
27 W Main St, Chester, NJ				
www.ChesterMeatMarket.com

908.879.7523

Stony Hill Gardens & Farm Market
Gardens
8 Route 24 (Rte 513), Chester, NJ 			
Farm Market
15 North Road, Chester, NJ 				
www.StonyHillGardens.com

908.879.2696
908.879.2908

Stirling Audio
180 Northfield Avenue, Edison, NJ			
www.StirlingAudioServices.com

732.417.1001

Wendy’s of Chester
35 US Highway 206, Chester, NJ			
www.Wendys.com

908.879.8867
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Vendors
Incredible Kettle Corn
1 Lansing Place, New Brunswick, NJ			
Power Home Remodeling Group
6 Commerce Drive, Cranford, NJ				
www.PowerHRG.com

732.491.7085

888.REMODEL

Black Coffee Jewelery
Gutter Helmet						 215.639.8200
3580 Progress Drive, Unit B-1, Bensalem PA			
www.HarryHelmet.com
Kidz on the Go
www.kidzonthegonjn.com		

scott@kidzonthegonjn.com

It Works! 						 973.997.9636
www.wrapsbylilly.com			
Cabot Creamery Cooperative
			 973.945.6805
www.cabotcheese.coop			
Hawk Leather
www.etsy.com/shop/HawkLeather		
Origami Owl
www.JLMitschele.OrigamiOwl.com

JLMitschele@gmail.com

It’s a Pirate & Princess Party 				 201.738.9816
Ckeifrider110@gmail.com		
Morris County Arts Workshop 				 908.879.8753
www.mcartsworkshop.com		
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“Diesel Specialists”
We service foreign, domestic,
classic & hybrid vehicles.
1312 Valley Road
Stirling, NJ 07980

(908) 647-1999

50a Parker Road
Chester NJ 07930

(908) 879-6426
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908.879.8300
Fax 908.879.4116

Ellmann Pools, Inc
Service • Supplies • Sales • Renovations
Computerized Water Analysis

Bruce Ellmann
Andrea Ellmann

459 Main Street
(Behind Redwoods Grill)
Post Office Box 744
Chester, NJ 07930
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FOR ALL YOUR PROMOTIONAL NEEDS
T-shirts-Sweatshirts-Bags-Hats-Etc.
Chester, New Jersey
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Building on Detail
5th Annual Front Porch

Hacklebarney Contracting, Inc.
Quality Craftsmanship and Professional Service
Additions, Renovations, Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, General Carpentry
		

Free Estimates

908.879,6396

Fully Insured

info@hacklebarneycontracting.com

License #13VH00457200
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